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Hello Folks, 
 

I hope this message finds you doing well and that you were able to celebrate the greatest country in the world. Far 
from perfect, but the United States of America has provided more opportunities for more individuals to realize their 
dreams than any other country in the world. I know I thank God every day for being a citizen of the USA. 

 
Thinking about opportunities, I was recently reminded about a poem that Red Stegall wrote called "Ride for the 
Brand." It's a poem about trust, loyalty, teamwork, and accepting the challenges that will occur as we sign on to work 
with other people. It's about agreeing to support and give your best efforts for the success of the outfit you have 
signed on with. 

 
I know I have worked with many people who asked to cook on our wagon and some have genuinely exemplified 
"Riding for the Brand." But, unfortunately, some have only participated for self-gain and hopefully a buckle. 
Take, for example, my lovely wife, Jo Anne. She works hard and works even harder to put up with me during the stress 
of cooking in a competition. But she has learned how to be a treasured part of the team by looking for ways to make 
sure we are all successful. One way she provides this value is by giving time checks and reminders of when we should 
be in a particular stage of our food preparation strategy. This is not an activity within her “job description.” Still, it is 
something that she has provided that is a massive part of our ability to get the food out to the public and judges on 
time. I have become dependent on this unwritten responsibility that Jo Anne provides so our team can be successful. 
I'm grateful to have that kind of commitment, loyalty, team player mindset, and willingness to "Ride for the Brand." 

 
If Jo Anne decided one day to stop providing those critical reminders after we have grown dependent on them, we 
wouldn't be a successful team. We would miss the opportunity to give the best we have to offer as a team. Nobody 
wins. 

 
The moral of the poem "Ride for the Brand" is, if you hire on to cook for someone else's wagon, cook for them as if it 
was your own. Work hard and look for ways to help the team and owner be successful. If you have folks cook on your 
wagon as part of the team, expect them to cook as if it is their own. The rest of your team deserves it. None of us can 
do it by ourselves. 
I 
highly recommend getting Red Stegall's book of poems and songs called "Ride for the Brand." He provides great life 

lessons that, even at my age, I learn from. 
 

"Son, a man's brand is his own special mark that says this is mine, leave it alone. You hire out to a man, ride for his 
brand, and protect it like it is your own." Red Stegall- Ride for the Brand 

 
I hope you all have a great July, and I am looking forward to seeing many of you in Cheyenne. 

Bobby 



 


